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value. Edible birds' nests are exported especi-
ally to China, where they form the basis of a
highly prized soup.

Edict, a law or public ordinance issued in
the name of the state or sovereign; hence, any
proclamation of command or prohibition. The
edict was an important pait of the law of an-
cient Rome.

Edict of Nantes was issued by Henry iv.
of France on April 13, 1598, with the object
of giving royal recognition and legal status to
the Protestant Calvinistic community (Hu-
guenots) in France. This edict gave the Hu-
guenots definite rights of worship, and the
right of holding political and judicial office;
established a Protestant chamber in the Par-
liament of Paris, and joint chambers in local
parliaments; and otherwise fully recognized
the reformed religion. Its revocation by Louis
xiv. on Oct. 18,1685, na-d the effect of driving
hundreds of thousands of loyal French into
exile. See FRANCE, History.

Edinburgh, city, capital of Scotland, and
a county in itself, is situated on the south side
of the Firth of Forth. The city is built on a
series of ridges; and the disposal on conspicu-
ous sites of its many handsome buildings of
classical form, together with its literary fame,
has won for it the name of the 'Modern
Athens.* Three hundred feet above the valley,
on the summit of a rock, stands the famous
Castle, the ancient seat of the Scottish kings.
The present edifice was erected in the four-
teenth century.

The outstanding feature of the Old Town is
the steep ridge descending from the Castle

Rock to Holyrood, on which the High Street is
built. On a lower level of the Rock, above the
portcullis gate, is the restored Argyll Tower,
the state prison of former days. On the south
side is the old Parliament Hall, also restored,
and adjoining it is the portion of the build-
ings, erected in 1555, in which Mary Queen of
Scots lived and gave birth to James vi. The
Parliament House (erected 1631-40; re-erect-
ed 1808) affords accommodation for the
Courts of Session and Justiciary, the supreme
courts of law. The Parliament Lobby, the
former Great Hall to the Scottish Parliament,
is a magnificent chamber filled with portraits
and memorials of judges and other great lum-
inaries of Scottish law and of Edinburgh so-
ciety. Holyrood Abbey closes the long thor-
oughfare to the east, as the Castle does to the
west. The King's Park is behind it, and the
precipices of the Salisbury Crags and the steep
sides of Arthur Seat appear almost to over-
hang the grey old palace of the Stewarts. Of
the South Bridge, opened in 1788, the chief
ornament is the University (see EDINBURGH;
UNIVERSITY or).
The opening of the North Bridge across the
great hollow that bounded Old Edinburgh to
the north was the birth of the New Town, a
new and stately city, on a regular plan, on
the northern hills. Chief among the industries
of Edinburgh are brewing and distilling. Pub-
lishing, printing, typefounding, paper and ink
manufacture, and the manufacture of drugs
and chemicals are also conducted on a large
scale. Primarily, however, Edinburgh is not
a manufacturing town, and education has been
called its chief industry. Apart from the
University, the Heriot Trust and the Mer-
chant Company control large annual revenues
devoted to secondary education; p.438,998.
The history of Edinburgh can be traced back
'to the seventh century. It was not until the
middle of the fifteenth century, however, in
the reign of James n, that the city was official-
ly recognized as the capital of the kingdom.
In the time of James iv, when the building of
the royal palace of Holyrood was begun, Ed-
inburgh was the seat of a brilliant court. With
the name and period of Mary Queen of Scots,
the most tragic and romantic incidents in the
city's history are associated (see SCOTLAND).
In 1603, on the union of the crowns of Scot-
land and England, the court was removed to
London, and the prestige and prosperity of
Edinburgh declined somewhat. In the latter
half of the eighteenth century Edinburgh be-
came famous as a center of literary and in-
tellectual life. Its university, founded in the